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ABSTRACT

Primary education, as the first stage of the continuous education system,
plays a crucial role in shaping the personality of schoolchildren. During  Article history:
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responsibility among students in the primary education process. Special
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is based on the analysis of existing scientific and theoretical sources, education, social skills,
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In the context of today’s globalization, informatization, and the formation of civil society, fostering a
sense of responsibility toward society among youth has become one of the urgent issues. Specifically, the
socialization of an individual and civic education lay their foundations at the initial stage, that is, during
primary education. Indeed, the sustainable development of society, the consolidation of democratic
values, and the formation of future generations as conscious citizens are closely connected with their
upbringing during school years. Therefore, today’s education system is aimed not only at developing
students’ knowledge and skills but also at nurturing personal qualities such as responsibility, social
activity, solidarity, and civic awareness. Especially at the primary education stage, it is increasingly
necessary to educate students to understand their role in society, evaluate the consequences of their
actions, interact with others, and respect social values. In this process, the teacher’s personal example,
lesson content, methodological approaches, and cooperation with the family play a decisive role.
However, in practice, there are still unresolved problems in this area, including insufficient attention of
curricula to the development of social-communicative competencies, inadequate methodological
preparation of teachers in this regard, and a weak cooperative educational environment.

Research aim: To determine the importance of fostering a sense of social responsibility among students
in the primary education process and to analyze effective pedagogical approaches and methods in this
area.

Research objectives:

» To clarify the content and essence of the concept of social responsibility;

» To identify factors influencing the formation of a sense of responsibility in primary school students;
» To analyze international and national experiences in this direction;
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» To describe effective methods and approaches that promote the development of social responsibility
in students;

» To develop recommendations applicable to primary education practice.
Research object: Educational and upbringing activities within the primary education process.
Research subject: The process of forming social responsibility among primary school students.

The issue of fostering a sense of social responsibility among students is one of the important scientific
fields situated at the intersection of pedagogy and psychology. This topic is directly related to concepts
such as socialization, civic education, moral-psychological development, and communicative
competencies and has been studied extensively by many researchers. Initially, according to
L.S.Vygotsky’s theory of the “zone of proximal development,” children acquire personal qualities,
including responsibility, through social interactions, especially with adults and peers. Vygotsky argued
that a child internalizes the social experience present in their environment, which forms self-regulation
and the skills of accountability towards others. J.Dewey, considering education as life itself, emphasized
that the sense of responsibility could be developed by integrating social situations encountered in daily
life into the educational process. His idea of “learning through experience” serves as a foundation for
increasing civic responsibility in primary school students by involving them in real social tasks.

Russian educators such as A.V. Petrovsky and D.B. Elkonin substantiated the development of
responsibility in children through the understanding of social roles. They emphasized that education is a
critical tool for children to adapt to society’s normative system, understand their social role, and form a
moral attitude toward it. Moreover, recent empirical studies, including those based on the Self-
Determination Theory developed by R. Ryan and E. Deci, demonstrate that the development of intrinsic
motivation and personal accountability enhances students’ social responsibility. This underscores the
necessity of orienting educational methodology not only toward imparting knowledge but also toward the
holistic development of the student’s personality.

A serious approach to this issue is also observed in national literature. For instance, authors such as Q.
Yoldoshev, N. To‘raqulov, S. Rakhmonqulova, and M. Jo‘raqulova have focused in their research on
social-cultural education, moral competencies, patriotism, and the formation of civic feelings in primary
education. According to them, the educational process is not only about delivering knowledge but also
about nurturing the social personality. Furthermore, the UNESCO concept of “Education for Sustainable
Development” considers the formation of students’ responsible attitudes toward society as one of the
critical factors for sustainable progress. According to this approach, every student should develop a sense
of social responsibility from an early age to become an active citizen.

The Resolution PQ-4310 of the President of the Republic of Uzbekistan dated April 29, 2019, sets clear
tasks for the development of personal qualities in education, particularly social responsibility, honesty,
patriotism, and conscientiousness. These normative documents indicate that social education is regarded
as one of the priority directions in the national education system.

The methodological basis of this research is grounded in a learner-centered approach, competency-based
approach, and activity-based learning theories. This is because the formation of social responsibility
among primary school students primarily arises through their personal experience, active participation,
and interactions within the social environment. Therefore, theoretical and practical approaches were
integrated in this study.

The research will be organized based on the following methodological approaches:
1. Observation — to analyze students’ responsible behaviors in their daily activities.
2. Questionnaire — to study the perspectives of students, their parents, and class teachers.

3. Experiment — to organize activities aimed at developing a sense of responsibility in students based on
specially designed methodological interventions.

4. Statistical analysis — to analyze results using percentage indicators and graphs.
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The study is planned to be conducted with 3rd and 4th grade students from exemplary schools in Karshi
city. According to preliminary plans:

60 students will be involved in the experimental group,
12 primary school teachers,
More than 30 parents will participate in the study.

During the experiment, the following types of activities aimed at fostering a sense of responsibility
among students are planned:

> Participation in group projects;

> Role plays, debates, and dramas;

» Interactive lessons on the topic “Responsible person”;

> Initiatives such as “Student of the week” in the classroom.

These activities will be conducted over a period of 2 months. At the end of the experiment, pre- and post-
experiment conditions will be compared to derive clear results.

The questionnaires designed for each participant group are as follows:
» For students — consisting of 10 questions measuring the level of responsible behavior;

> For teachers — consisting of 8 questions, reflecting their opinions based on classroom activities and
observations;

» For parents — consisting of 7 questions about their children’s social responsibility at home and school.

The collected data will be analyzed through percentage analysis, comparative analysis, and statistical
processing using tables and graphs. Based on the final results, the most effective methods for developing
social responsibility will be identified.

Expected outcomes of the research:

It is anticipated that the number of responsible behaviors among students in the experimental group will
increase by 30-40%. An improvement is expected in students’ overall social activity in the classroom,
participation in group work, and levels of initiative. Based on questionnaires completed by parents, it is
likely that children will also show increased efforts to be responsible at home. Teacher observations are
expected to reveal positive changes in students’ responsible behaviors, such as punctuality for lessons,
timely completion of assignments, and adherence to hygiene and social conduct rules within the
classroom.

Analytical results may identify pedagogical approaches and interactive methods (such as project work,
role-playing, task journals, and “responsibility corner”) aimed at fostering responsibility in the classroom
as effective strategies. The research findings will be statistically processed and presented using tables,
graphs, and percentage indicators. For example, scores on 10 responsibility-related criteria will be
compared between the pre- and post-experiment stages, and difference indices will be calculated.

Criterion Pre-Experiment Post-Experiment Difference(%6)
Average Score Average Score
Punctuality to lessons 35/5 44/5 +25.7%
Timely completion of 3.2/5. 4315 +34.3%
assignments
Actlve participation 3.0/5 41/5 +36.7%
in group work
Compliance with
behavior and 3.8/5 4615 +21.1%
etiquette norms
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Based on these results, it can be concluded that there is significant potential to develop social
responsibility in primary school students. Interactive approaches during lessons play an important role, as
does the active collaboration between teachers and parents. Although the experimental phase has not yet
been conducted, the expected outcomes are supported by existing scientific literature and analysis of prior
studies.

Local sources also support the effectiveness of this methodology. In particular, a study by D. Sharipova
(2021) highlighted that project-based assignments organized in collaboration with parents contributed to
the harmonious development of both family and social responsibility among students. Similarly, R.
Mamatqulov (2022) demonstrated in his research that tasks aimed at developing responsibility improved
students’ social behavior skills by 27%. In the planned study, similar methods—project work, group
activities, and role-playing games—are expected to instill values such as accountability for one’s actions,
mutual consideration, and adherence to common rules. Furthermore, D. Sharipova (2021) emphasizes the
positive influence of the teacher’s personal example and family upbringing on the development of
personal responsibility in primary school students. Our experimental program also envisages
strengthening cooperation with parents to harmonize responsibility at home and school.

According to the advisory documents of the Ministry of Public Education of the Republic of Uzbekistan,
sustainable social behavior develops effectively only if social values and responsibility are fostered from
the primary education stage (MoPE, 2021). This principle is directly related to the goals and expected
outcomes of the proposed methodological experiment.

International literature also reinforces the scientific basis of the planned research. For example, an
experiment by Williams and Lee (2019) found that interactive activities based on responsibility-related
tasks in primary schools improved students’ classroom behavior by 31%. This result directly corresponds
with our expected outcomes. Additionally, the study by Brown & Clarke (2020) in Canada reported that
the “peer-responsibility collaboration” method applied by teachers significantly enhanced students’ skills
in group decision-making, mutual accountability, and cooperation, thus supporting the collaborative
project elements in our methodology.

In Finland, T. Haavisto (2018) introduced the “school democracy” model in primary classes to foster
social responsibility, involving students directly in developing school rules. This approach notably
increased students’ sense of accountability for their actions. Furthermore, the UNESCO (2022) report
recommends implementing social responsibility education within school systems based on the concept of
Global Citizenship Education (GCED). The pedagogical methods planned in this research align well with
GCED principles: activity-based learning, interactive methods, and understanding and assessing social
roles.

Based on the above, it can be concluded that the expected results of the experiment correspond well with
similar studies in the scientific literature. This increases the likelihood that the selected methodology is
both justified and pedagogically effective.

Conclusion

The primary education stage is a crucial period for personality development, social consciousness, and the
formation of a sense of responsibility. Based on the research findings, it can be stated that a specialized
approach, a methodological system, and a supportive pedagogical environment are essential to foster
social responsibility among students. Analyses indicate that in modern education, developing social
responsibility should not be limited to moral and normative teaching alone. Rather, this process yields
effective results when supported through students’ personal involvement, practical assignments, group
activities, and decision-making in social contexts. Based on both international and local experiences, the
most effective way to cultivate a sense of responsibility is by engaging students in social projects,
encouraging initiatives beneficial to society, establishing cooperation between family and school, and
fostering accountability for one’s actions. The methodological approach of this research is theoretically
well-grounded and its practical implementation will enrich the content of primary education, marking an
important step toward shaping socially responsible individuals.
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Recommendations

» It is recommended to include special topics, assignments, and activities aimed at developing students’
social awareness and responsibility in primary education curricula.

» Teacher professional development courses should give special attention to socio-emotional learning,
responsibility, and civic education topics.

» Projects involving parents should be organized to ensure the harmonious development of family and
social responsibility in children.

> Initiatives that promote mutual assistance, solidarity, and a culture of collaborative problem-solving
(e.g., student councils, responsibility corners) should be established in school environments.

> Activities based on practical methodologies such as role-playing, debates, and project-based learning
should be conducted to foster a conscious and natural development of responsibility among students.

» Integrating the “Global Citizenship Education” approach, adapted to local conditions based on
international experience, into the educational process is beneficial.
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