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E GRAMMATICAL CATEGORIES OF NOUN

In any language, nouns play a crucial role in communication,
providing the foundation upon which sentences are constructed. This article
discusses the grammatical categories of nouns.
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INTRODUCTION

Nouns, fundamental to language and communication, are words that name people, places, things,
or ideas. This annotation delves into the multifaceted nature of nouns, exploring their classifications,
grammatical functions, and linguistic importance.

Classification: Nouns encompass a broad spectrum of entities, ranging from concrete objects to
abstract concepts. They are categorized into common nouns, denoting general entities, and proper nouns,
referring to specific individuals, places, or organizations.

Grammatical Functions: Nouns serve various roles within sentences, including subjects, objects,
complements, and indicators of possession. Their grammatical function dictates their syntactic role and
placement within a sentence structure.

Gender and Number: Some languages assign gender to nouns, while all languages distinguish
between singular and plural forms. Gendered nouns require agreement with accompanying modifiers,
while pluralization rules vary across languages.

Special Types: Beyond common and proper nouns, language features collective nouns (e.g.,
"team"), abstract nouns (e.g., "happiness"), and countable vs. uncountable nouns (e.g., "book" vs.
"water"), each serving distinct linguistic purposes.!

Importance: Nouns are indispensable for communication, providing the means to name and
describe the world around us. Mastery of nouns is essential for effective language acquisition and
expression, enabling individuals to convey ideas and experiences accurately.

LITERATURA REVIVE AND METHODOLOGY

The grammatical category of case in English nouns. Case is a grammatical category which marks

the semantic role of the noun in the sentence and finds a grammatical expression in the language.
The roles played by the noun in the sentence in its relations with the verb and other parts of the sentence
may find different expression in different languages. In highly inflectional, synthetic languages these
relations are expressed morphologically, by inflexions. Case relations may also be expressed
syntactically: by the position of the noun in the sentence in its reference to the position of the verb and
also by prepositions which play the same role as inflections.

! Plokh M.Ya. Workshop on theoretical grammar of the English language: textbook. M.: Higher School,
2007.
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The category of case of the English noun is constituted by the binary private opposition of the
Common and Possessive cases. The formal marker of the Possessive case is the morpheme 's .

The most common syntagmatic meanings of the Possessive case are the following: pure
possession (my sister's money); agent, or subject of the action (my brother's arrival); object of the action
(the criminal's arrival); authorship (Shakespeare's sonnets); destination (a sailor's uniform); measure (a
day's wait); location (at the dean's); description, or comparison (a lion's courage).

This annotation offers a comprehensive overview of nouns, highlighting their centrality to
language and emphasizing their role in facilitating communication and understanding.?

Understanding the Grammatical Categories of Nouns

Nouns, the fundamental building blocks of language, serve as the names for people, places,
things, and ideas. However, beyond their basic function as names, nouns possess grammatical properties
that help shape the structure and meaning of sentences. Understanding these grammatical categories is
essential for mastering any language.

1. Number: Singular and Plural

One of the most basic grammatical categories of nouns is number. Nouns can be singular,
referring to one person, place, thing, or idea, or plural, referring to more than one. In English, the plural
form of most nouns is created by adding "-s" or "-es" to the singular form (e.g., "cat" becomes "cats",
"box" becomes "boxes").

2. Gender

Gender is a grammatical category that assigns nouns to different classes based on their
association with masculine, feminine, or neuter qualities. While some languages like Spanish or French
explicitly mark gender on nouns with specific endings, English generally lacks grammatical gender.
However, pronouns like "he", "she", and "it" indirectly convey gender in English.?

3. Case

Case refers to the grammatical function of a noun within a sentence. While English has lost most
of its case distinctions compared to older forms of the language like Old English, it still retains some
vestiges. The most common cases in English are nominative (subject of the sentence), accusative (direct
object), and possessive (indicating ownership or association).

4. Countable and Uncountable Nouns

Nouns can also be categorized as countable or uncountable. Countable nouns are those that can
be counted individually (e.g., "books", "apples"), while uncountable nouns refer to substances, concepts,
or qualities that cannot be counted as discrete units (e.g., "water", "happiness").

5. Determiners

Determiners are words that come before nouns to provide context or specify their reference.
Common determiners include articles (e.g., "the", "a", "an"), demonstratives (e.g., "this", "that"),
possessives (e.g., "my", "your"), and quantifiers (e.g., "some", "many").

6. Modifiers: Adjectives and Adjectival Phrases

Nouns can be modified by adjectives or adjectival phrases, which provide additional information
about their qualities or characteristics. Adjectives typically directly precede the noun they modify (e.g.,
"red apple", "tall building").*

2 Blokh M U. A Course in Theoretical English Grammar. - M., 2000.

3 Gurevich VV. Theoretical grammar of the English language - Comparative typology of English and Russian
languages. M.: Nauka, 2008.

* Shtepiig D.A. Grammatical semantics of the English language. The human factor in language. - M., 1995.
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Over the course of its evolution, the English adjective has shed its forms of grammatical
agreement with nouns. Consequently, the only remaining paradigmatic forms of adjectives are those
related to degrees of comparison.

DISCUSSION

The formation of comparative degrees is constrained by the phonetic structure of words.
Monosyllabic adjectives form their degrees of comparison through inflections (-er and -est), while two-
syllable adjectives may change morphologically or with the aid of quantifiers. Polysyllabic adjectives
rely on quantifiers to express intensity.

Scholars are divided on whether forms formed by "more" and "most" constitute analytical forms
of adjectives or not. While some argue for their classification as analytical forms due to their parallel
structure with morphological forms, others contest this view. The lexical opposition of "more" and
"most" with "less" and "least" complicates their classification. Elative constructions with "most" also
add complexity, as they express a very high degree of a property without comparison.

If elative forms are deemed analytical, then phrases with "very," "
"awfully" should be considered similarly, given their semantic similarity.
RESULTS

The essence of the comparative category lies in expressing varying degrees of intensity of a
quality when comparing similar referents. This category consists of three forms: the basic form (positive
degree) lacking comparative features, the comparative degree indicating a higher intensity of a quality
in one referent compared to another, and the superlative degree denoting the highest intensity of a
property surpassing all other entities mentioned or implied.

extremely," "totally," and

However, certain adjectives cannot form degrees of comparison. Typically, these "deficient"
words belong to the class of relative adjectives, although even they may adopt comparative forms when
used metaphorically.

Most qualitative adjectives possess degrees of comparison, yet it's important to distinguish
between those with "gradable" meanings and those with "absolute" meanings. For instance, "strong" is
a gradable adjective, while words like "real," "equal," and "blind" denote absolute qualities and do not
admit gradations.

Another group of "non-comparables" includes adjectives expressing moderately qualified
qualities (e.g., "yellowish," "half-sarcastic"). However, the most distinct category consists of adjectives
denoting the highest degree of a quality. These "extreme adjectives" typically appear with the definite
article, emphasizing their superlative semantics.

CONCLUSION

Understanding the grammatical categories of nouns is essential for constructing clear and
coherent sentences in any language. By mastering these categories, language learners can effectively
convey meaning and express themselves with precision and accuracy. Whether singular or plural,
countable or uncountable, nouns form the backbone of language, enabling communication and
expression across cultures and contexts.
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