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Abstract: 
 

This article underscores the importance of contextualizing the connotation within the historical 

linguistic approach necessitated by the need to generalize the theoretical framework of the concept, 

to distinguish between broad and narrow meaning of the connotation, to characterize its meaningful 

content and to define its scope and limits. 
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Language can affect how we perceive and remember things and events in various ways due to its 

structural features. One way this influence occurs is through classification systems. A lexical or 

grammatical element serves as a classifier if it shows a correlation with semantic factors or the 

social context of communication that is stronger than what would be expected by chance 

Various meanings of the term “connotation” pointed out by different scientists are provided, the 

definition and examples of their lexical and semantic meaning rows is given. Apart from that, the 

author discusses the phenomenon of secondary metaphoric nomination and its impact on the 

formation of the imaginative worldview of the nation using the language. The research in this 

sphere is to result in a great contribution to the development of lexicography and the systematical 

studies of different languages. Incorporation of linguistic units with the meaning of national cultural 

component is offered in comparing English with Uzbek. 

The lexical contrast of "man" vs. "woman" is a classifier for a semantic difference, and the choice is 

predictable if we control the referent, by asking informants to name people or pictures of men and 

women. The contrast of "cat" vs. "kitty" is a classifier correlated with social determinants, and the 

choice is predictable if we control the audience of speech [1]. 
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The aim of the article is to analyze the approaches used to define the term «connotation» through 

the adjective semantics. 

The research methods include analysis, synthesis observation, definitive analysis, linguistic 

description of linguistic facts, and classification. 

The current body of research is analyzed that allowed us to summarize the theoretical elaboration of 

connotation, to characterize the concept content, and to substantiate its optimal definition. When 

generalizing the approaches used to differentiate between a broad and a narrow meaning of the 

connotation, the synthesis of both approaches is underscored. The two types of the connotation – the 

usual (regular) and occasional (author’s) connotation are identified [2]. The structure of the 

adjective connotation in language and communication is determined. In the language system, the 

adjective connotation structure is represented by three components including expressive, emotional 

and evaluative components, while in communication the adjective connotation structure includes 

four components namely expressive, emotional, evaluative and functional. 

The originality of the research lies in an attempt to summarize different approaches used to analyze 

the connotation, to substantiate the optimal definition of the connotation concept, and to determine 

the connotation structure of the adjectives in language and communication. 

The research prospect can be seen in explaining the ways in which the connotation is expressed in 

the adjective semantics. 

The lexical and semantic system of the language is constantly undergoing changes, since there are it 

is most sensitive to all changes in society and in the speech consciousness of its native speakers. 

Connotation as the lexical-semantic category has an ambiguous interpretation due to the 

contradictory component potential, industry-specific multi-vector representation, and pragmatic 

support-ability. Clarification of the concept of connotation in the linguistic dimension is considered 

relevant with considering the need to generalize the problems of the current state of its theoretical 

study, distinguish between a broad and narrow understanding of connotation, characterize its 

content and define the volume and boundaries. In this regard the projection on the adjective as one 

of the most connotatively colored parts of speech, defining the structure of components 

connotations of adjectives in the language and speech system. 

Linguistic tradition and the latest scientific developments concepts interpret connotation differently, 

which is due to different approaches to finding out its specifics and status. The nature of the 

connotation, its component composition, Semantic potential was studied in the works of Y. D. 

Apresyan, L. Bloomfield, Sh. Bally, V. I. Hoverdovsky, V. M. Telia, V. I. Shakhovsky and others. 

Today, various theories of connotation are presented in the scientific literature, the most famous of 

which are 3 of which are linguistic (L. Bloomfield, V. G. Gak, V. I. Hoverdovsky, V. M. Telia, B. I. 

Shakhovsky et al.), psychological (O.M.Leontsv, O. R. Luria, etc.), stylistic (M. P. Brandes, T. G. 

Vinokur, M. V. Gamzyuk, L. I. Matsko), semiotic (L. T. Yelmslev, R. Bart) and filosofskaya (V. Z. 

Panfilov, G. V. Kolshansky). Representatives of the linguistic connotation theories explore different 

language levels: lexical, lexical-grammatical, word- creative, stylistic, communicative, the 

components of which are components of connotative 

The basic unit of language is the word. According to V.V.Vinogradov's definition, “a word as a unit 

of vocabulary is a unity of a sign, that is, its sound and graphic shell, and its meaning is a specific 

linguistic reflection of reality”. A similar definition is given by D.E. Rosenthal and O.S. 

Akhmanova "The meaning of a word is the meaning contained in the word, the content associated 

with the concept as a reflection in the mind of objects and phenomena of the objective world”. 

The purpose of the article is to make an analytical review of the approaches presented in linguistics 

to definition of the term "connotation" in the essay on the semantics of an adjective. 
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Achieving this goal will be facilitated by the implementation of the following tasks:  

1. generalize problems of the current state of theoretical study of connotation;  

2. to characterize content of the term "connotation", justify its optimal definition;  

3. generalize approaches to distinguishing between a broad and narrow understanding of 

connotation;  

4. Determine the structure of the components of the connotation of adjectives in the system of 

speech and speech. 

Writers often use connotation to create emotional associations that can be either positive, negative, 

or neutral. 

1. Positive connotation. Words that conjure a favorable emotional response. For example, 

describing someone ambitious as a “go-getter” or someone who is lively and curious as 

“youthful.” 

2. Negative connotation. When a negative connotation is made, it presents the person or thing in an 

unfavorable light. Using the examples above, the same ambitious person might be described as 

an “overachiever,” while the curious person might be referred to as “childish.” 

3. Neutral connotation. This is when a word says what it means with a neutral point of view, and 

no attached positive or negative connotation. The statement, “He is ambitious” suggests a 

person works hard and strives to achieve, without judgment on whether the ambition is a good 

or a bad thing. 

In the course of the study, both general scientific methods are involved, so are purely linguistic 

methods: analysis and synthesis - to substantiate the theoretical foundations observation-to provide 

the research process with empirical information; a method of definitive analysis that determines the 

content of scientific definitions the concept of connotation; linguistic description of language facts - 

for inventory and systematization different approaches to distinguishing between a broad and 

narrow understanding of connotation; comparative -to compare different definitions of the concept 

of "connotation". 

In modern linguistics there is no unanimity on the definition of connotation in the semantic structure 

of a language unit. Term "connotation" was first used in research on logic in the XIX century. this 

phenomenon was studied J. S. Mill [3], but the term received its linguistic status in the works of L. 

Bloomfield. 

The interpretation of the connotation proposed by the linguist pointed to a specific level of 

language, due to cultural, social, regional and other factors, i.e. the researcher first began to 

associate connotation with the emotionality of speech [4]. 

The founder of the study of connotation as a concept of phonetic Stylistics rightly considered S. 

Bally, whose works are devoted to topical problems of Psychologically motivated relationships 

between sounds and emotional layers [5]. Later R. Bart noted that the future is based on connotative 

semiotics, since in society on the basis of systems of secondary meanings are constantly emerging 

from the primary system of natural language [6]. 

Already in the twentieth century. many linguists, including L. T. Yelmslev [7], V. I. Hoverdovsky 

[8], I. A. Sternin [9] et al., raised the problems of generating connotation as constructive an element 

of transcoding the semantic plane of the language with an additional value, and Y. D. Apresyan 

[10], V. I. Shakhovsky [11], V. O. Buldakov [12] and others specified necessity of the emotive-

evaluative function of connotative elements of language units capable of represent the 

communicative-situational stratification of speech. 



 

536 | EXCELLENCIA: INTERNATIONAL MULTI-DISCIPLINARY JOURNAL OF EDUCATION                           

https://multijournals.org/index.php/excellencia-imje 
 

It is concluded that the connotation is an additional semantic, emotional, pragmatic or stylistic 

shade of meaning that is of usual or occasional type, adds to word semantics and expresses an 

emotionally-evaluative attitude toward your subject. The connotation actively participates in the 

expressive-emotional-evaluative nomination; it also creates a new secondary meaning to the word 

in communication which is subsequently assimilated by language. 
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