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Abstract 

Recently, tourism has been actively penetrating into various spheres of human life, forming new 

types of tourism activities. This paper provides an analysis of the possibilities for the 

implementation of archaeological tourism. The questions of the theoretical and practical level of 

the inclusion of archaeological sites in the tourist system are touched upon. Negative factors of 

commercialization of scientific activity are noted. As a result, the idea of creating archaeological 

parks is proposed as a promising platform for the formation of a tourist product in this direction. 
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Introduction 

With the active development of the tourism sector, the question naturally arises about the 

availability of promising tourism resources that could become tourist attractors for the 

development of a particular destination. Depending on the location of the region, the resource 

potential can vary greatly. Far from everywhere there are unique natural objects that attract 

tourist flows, despite the poor development of the accompanying infrastructure. In part, this 

problem is also true for cultural and historical tourist resources. The basis for the display is often 

either the most attractive historical monuments, which in themselves attract the attention of 

tourists, or objects, the inclusion of which does not require serious material costs. As a result, a 

standardized tourism product is formed, which leads to a disproportion in the development of 

regions in terms of tourism. Samarkand region is no exception, as the main focus is naturally 

placed on objects associated with a historical event. However, at the same time, there are objects 

of archaeological heritage in the region, which, according to a number of researchers, can 

become the basis for the development of archaeological tourism. 

Recently, archeological monuments are increasingly featured in the implementation of tourism 

activities. At first glance, this is a positive development, but with closer attention to this area, 

many questions immediately arise, not only practical, but also theoretical. 

Methodology. As a result of our study, the issues of using archaeological tourism as a separate 

type of cultural and educational tourism in the sustainable socio-economic development of the 

tourism industry were studied, scientific conclusions and recommendations were developed. In 

the course of the study, methods of scientific abstract thinking, a logical approach, comparison 

and a systematic approach were used. 

Results. First of all, it is necessary to distinguish between the concepts of archeology and 

tourism. This is due to the fact that in the literature there are different approaches to determining 

the place of this type of tourism in the system of tourism activities. 

For example, if we consider archaeological tourism as an integral part of cultural tourism, then, 

based on the definition of cultural tourism, more emphasis is placed on getting to know another 

culture and understanding it, which occurs, among other things, by visiting monuments or places 

containing archaeological artifacts. At the same time, participation in archaeological excavations 

is only mentioned, despite the key importance of this moment. A different situation develops if 

this direction is considered as an integral part of heritage tourism or cultural and historical 

tourism, where there is a fairly strong relationship with the educational level of the tourist. A 

person aims to obtain not just information, but new knowledge through training and closer 

interaction with the subject of study. Consequently, the question arises about the admission of 

tourists to the direct archaeological study of the monument, which immediately leads to serious 

and justified objections from the scientific community. 

Thus, it is necessary to say a few words about archeology as an academic discipline. Archeology 

is a branch of historical science that studies the past of mankind from material sources. The 

object of archeology are archaeological sites, as well as any ancient objects that bear traces of 

human activity. Due to the fact that archaeological heritage sites are part of cultural heritage 

sites, they are of unique value to the entire population of the Republic of Uzbekistan and are 

subject to the law and are also under state protection. In accordance with the article of the law, it 

is possible to carry out research and development activities at the monument only on the basis of 

a permit issued for a period of not more than one year. To obtain this document, it is necessary 
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not only to meet the requirements that the Ministry of Culture of the Republic of Uzbekistan 

imposes on applicants, but also to annually submit reporting documentation to the Field 

Research Department of the Institute of Archeology. The report must fully comply with the 

requirements of the Institute of Archeology. If, in the opinion of the PIO experts, the work is 

done to a low standard, the open sheet holder may be deprived of the opportunity to conduct 

archaeological research. Allowing unqualified members of the expedition to excavate may cause 

damage to the archaeological site, which, in turn, will affect the career of the specialist who 

directs the excavations. 

It is worth dwelling separately on the problem of volunteering in archeology. Quite often, 

volunteers are involved in archaeological expeditions, who, in order to realize their interest or 

other needs, participate in archaeological work. In order to attract them as a workforce, the 

organizers of archaeological research can offer, in addition to the work itself on the monument, 

various activities related to visiting cultural and historical sites, excursion programs, etc. 

As shown above, the participation of tourists in tourism activities raises certain concerns among 

the scientific community. However, if we start from the definition of archaeological tourism 

from the standpoint of tourists visiting an archaeological heritage site in order to get acquainted 

with it, then there are several problems associated with the inclusion of an object in destinations 

and its presentation to a potential consumer. 

Discussion. In everyday consciousness, archaeological sites are large attractive objects that are 

actively promoted in the tourist market (Pyramids, Pompeii, Stonehenge, palaces of Crete, etc.). 

Despite the continuation of their scientific study, the inclusion of these objects occurs through 

excursion activities. The specificity of these monuments, their scale, in general, does not require 

large investments to unlock their tourism potential. Largely due to this, the idea of 

archaeological tourism as visiting archeological monuments appeared. 

A different situation develops when other types of archaeological sites are included in tourism 

activities, which do not create such a vivid impression. For example, the Paleolithic sites of 

ancient people often do not have objects that would be of interest to tourists. Excavations of 

larger objects, such as ancient or Golden Horde settlements, require special measures related to 

the museumification of large sections of the monument. This need is dictated by the specifics of 

the work on the monument, where in the absence of a museumification of the site, it is either 

conserved or completely excavated. Taking into account the fact that scientific reporting on 

excavations can be formed for more than one year, there is a danger of stopping the study of a 

large monument, which ultimately affects the possibilities of implementing tourism activities. 

The creation of a museum based on the studied archaeological sites is the most promising 

direction in the formation of a specific destination, as this contributes to both the stable study of 

the object and the formation of a tourist product. However, the museumification of an 

archaeological site is associated with rather large financial costs, which naturally repels both 

potential investors and the state as a whole. Therefore, there is a rather serious need for the 

formation of a proposal that contributed to the solution of the above problem. 

Conclusion. Despite the negative aspects of the penetration of commercialization into the 

academic environment, this trend will only intensify over time. Interest in the past goes beyond 

the narrow scientific circle and becomes more and more public. In addition, there is a rather 

serious problem of attracting financial resources for further research and preservation of 

archaeological heritage sites, which in modern conditions can be implemented largely with the 
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help of tourism. 

In order to maximize the integration of the tourist into archaeological tourism with the 

minimization of the anthropogenic load on the resource, the creation of archaeological parks will 

be created, on the basis of which conditions will be created for both scientific research 

(archaeological schools) and excursion activities on museumified and restored objects of the 

archaeological monument. 

This proposal requires a deeper analysis on the example of a particular monument. Therefore, 

work in this direction will continue. 
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